
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
WEST MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH UNDERWRITERS 

 
 
The Board of Directors of the West Michigan Association of Health Underwriters 
held a Board Meeting on May 3, 2017 at Fourth Reformed Church, 1226 Union 
Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, MI. Members present were: 
 
 PRESENT: 
 
  President     EJ Pearson 

Past President   Dave Cluley  
  President Elect   Kyle Miller 
  Treasurer    Krista Davis  
  Secretary    Matt Graves 
  Executive Secretary   Mary Kay Townley 
  Board Trustee   Troy Duimstra 
  Board Trustee   Brandon Erhart 
  Board Trustee   Tammy Healey  
  Board Trustee   Dominic Siciliano 
  Board Trustee   Drew VanDyke 
  Board Trustee   Dana Nicholson 
  Board Trustee   Michael Bennett 
 
 ABSENT: 
 
  Board Trustee   Toni Sperlbaum 
  Board Trustee   Ed Walter 
  Board Trustee   Jeff Werner 
 
  
EJ Pearson called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  
 
Secretary’s Report: Minutes from the May 3, 2017 board meeting were 
reviewed. Krista Davis made a motion to approve. Tammy Healey seconded the 
motion. The motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Krista Davis distributed the financial report through June 6, 
2017 showing a current bank balance of $43,912.48. She reported that this 
includes some Golf outing money that has been paid online. 
 
New Board Members: EJ introduced our new board members for the 2017-18 
Board: Dana Nicholson – working with membership/retention with Dominic 
Siciliano; Drew VanDyke – Co-Chair Expo; Michael Bennett – Secretary. 
Introductions of the current board members were made. 
 



 
NAHU Convention: Krista reported that everyone has been registered and 
airfare is done. Krista reported that receipts for food and hotel can be turned in to 
her after the event for reimbursement. 
 
Committee Members: EJ encouraged board members to recruit members to 
their committees.  
 
Region III Meeting: EJ reported that the meeting would be held at the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel on August 14-15. Krista reported that with us being the host 
chapter we are responsible for securing the location, sponsorship recruitment 
and day of events. A committee has been put together to work on these things. 
Let Krista know if you’d like a list of people they are contacting for sponsorship or 
have suggestions. Krista asked for ideas on a gift that could be given to 
attendees – suggestions included: brewery tour to show people Grand Rapids; 
passport idea to show people around the city; tour of Founders; pay for busing to 
get people around; Bistro – Dana reported that they would block off an area to be 
used at no cost; get a sponsor to cover the expense of a bus to provide a 
brewery tour; sponsor to cover pizza at Peppino’s. Brandon and Dana will look 
into some options and will report back to Krista. 
 
Expo: Drew reported that he and Toni have looked at English Hills as a possible 
new venue. They will be looking at a few other venues as well. Their first Expo 
meeting will be held on Thursday. He reported that they received good and bad 
comments on the casino theme from the last Expo. 
 
Membership: Dominic reported that we currently have 192 members. He 
reported that he and Dana will meet soon to work on retention. Dana reported 
that she has connected with 5 people about becoming members. 
 
Awards: For the benefit of our new board members, Dave Cluley reported on the 
type of awards that are available. Dave reported that we won the Website Award 
this year. 
 
Legislative: Matt Graves reported that Bill HR-1628 passed the House. He 
reported on the California single payer legislation. The CE bill is being discussed 
today at 2 PM – he feels that this will not be any issue. He also reported on the 
Tom Price letter. He reported that he’s been asked to serve on the panel for the 
Grand Rapids Chamber Health Care Summit at Thousand Oaks next week.  
 
HUPAC: Kyle Miller gave an overview of HUPAC for our new board members.  
 
Programs: Brandon Erhart reported that we will have meetings every other 
month for the new board year. Our next meeting will be held in September and 
we will go back to having breakfast meetings and the new title will be Breakfast 
with Benefits. Brandon’s working on a Medicare Summit for next calendar year 



since there is not enough time to put it together by September. Brandon is also 
looking into a new venue. Some venue suggestions included: Applause Catering; 
Bridgewater; new Medical School; Grand Valley Eberhard Center; River Landing 
Hotel; Hampton Inn off from 196; new Embassy Suites going in on Monroe. 
There was also discussion on using our off months for a social event. It was also 
suggested to advertise the Grand Rapids Chambers Pints and Politics events 
and Tammy reported that she is not receiving the information on these. 
 
Website: Tammy Healey asked for bio’s and pictures of the new board members 
for our website.  
 
Next Board Meeting will be held in August with a possible fun event in the 
afternoon.  
 
Other Business: Kyle Miller thanked everyone for their work this year and 
thanked the new board members for joining. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, Kyle Miller made a motion to 
adjourn at 11:30 AM. Dominic Siciliano seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Kay Townley 
 


